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Session 2

• Internet Searching
– Directories
– Search Engines
– Metasearch Engines
– Specialized Search Engines

• Evaluating Websites
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Internet Searching
Directories

• A directory contains sites that have 
been selected by people.
– Smaller than Search Engines
– Often part of a Search Engine
– The best include annotations
– Organized by subject categories.  Subject

headings can help you refine your search
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Directories



3/17/2006 4

Internet Searching
Directories

•Open Directory Project  dmoz.org
Currently largest directory on the web

http://www.dmoz.org/
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Internet Searching
Search Engines

• A search engine contains sites 
collected by computer.
– Internet search engines do NOT search 

the entire Internet.
– They search an index that has been 

created by computer.
– Not organized by subject categories - -

pages are ranked by computer algorithm.
– Much larger than directories. i.e. more hits
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Internet Searching
Search Engines

• Search Engine Showdown
www.searchengineshowdown.com/features

http://www.searchengineshowdown.com/features/
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Internet Searching
Search Engines

• http://.ask.com/
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Narrow your 
search

Expand your 
search

Related 
Names
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Internet Searching
MetaSearch Engines

• MetaSearch Engines search several search 
engines at one time. 

• They do not usually allow advanced searching, 
because each search engine has different 
features.

• They do not usually do a complete search of any 
one search engine.

• They can be a good starting point to determine 
which are good search engines for your topic.
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Internet Searching
MetaSearch Engines

• Clusty.com
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Internet Searching
MetaSearch Engines
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Internet Searching
Specialized Search Engines 

• Specialized Search Engines have built in 
limits
– By subject
– By domain
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Internet Searching
Specialized Search Engines

• Firstgov.gov

http://firstgov.gov/
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Internet Searching
Specialized Search Engines

• Firstgov.gov advanced search

http://firstgov.gov/
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Selecting Tools for Your Search

• Use a Directory when:
– You want evaluated or annotated sites
– You need general information on popular 

or scholarly subjects
– You want to avoid large numbers of hits 

with low relevancy
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Selecting Tools for Your Search

• Use a Search Engine when:
– You have a narrow or specialized topic to 

research
– You want to retrieve a large number of 

documents
– You need the more up to date information 

usually found by a search engine
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Selecting Tools for Your Search

• Use a Metasearch Engine when:
– You have a broad idea or topic and want a 

quick overview
– You want a few popular sites fast
– You have a simple search.  Remember,

metasearch engines often do not allow 
advanced searching

– Metasearch engines often exclude
Google.com
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Evaluating Websites

• Questions to ask yourself
– Whose page is it?

• author
• sponsor
• domain

– How useful and user-friendly is it?
– How accurate is it?
– What is its purpose?
– Who is the target audience?
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Evaluating Websites

• Anyone can publish anything on the 
web
– Information
– Misinformation
– Opinion
– Hoax
– Just-for-fun
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Evaluating Websites

Sites to practice on
- The Victorian Web  www.victorianweb.org
– www.DHMO.org

– www.martinlutherking.org

Questions to ask
•Who is the author?
•What is the purpose?
•Is it objective?
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