English 112
Session 2

 Internet Searching
— Directories
— Search Engines
— Metasearch Engines
— Specialized Search Engines

« Evaluating Websites

3/17/2006 1



Internet Searching
Directories

» A directory contains sites that have
been selected by people.

— Smaller than Search Engines

— Often part of a Search Engine

— The best include annotations

— Organized by subject categories. Subject
headings can help you refine your search
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Internet Searching
Directories

About

Information You Can Trust

1o @ |
Librarians’ Index / ( - . Subscribe
to the Internet _ e ' - Suggest a site

SEARCH LII.ORG

|x-‘«duan|:ed Search

More Search Tools

Arts & Humanities
History, Literature, Music, More. ..

Business
Finance, Job Listings, Monew,
More, ..

Computers
Guides and Search Tools,
Internet, Web Design, More, .,

Education
College, K-12, Librarianship,
Mare. ..

Government
Int'l, Military, Politics, More. ..

Health

Media
Magazines, Mews, Mewspapers,
More. ..

People
Motable People, Gay & Leshian,

Genealogy, Families, Mare. .,

Ready Reference & Quick
Facts
Dictionaries, Encyclopedias, Phone

Books, Statistics, More. ..

Recreation
Crafts, Hobhies, Film, Sports,
Trawvel, More...

R _gin_nal

“7J7 New Sites

‘New This Wesk
March 10, 2005

New Last Wealc




Internet Searching
Directories

*Open Directory Project dmoz.org
Currently largest directory on the web

[d]ml[o][z] open directory project

about dmoz | suggest UEL | help | bnk | editor login

I Search

Arts Business Computers

Mavries, Television Music... Jobs, Beal Estate, Investing . Itternet, Software, Hardware

{yames Health Home

Eids and Teens News Recreation
Arts, School Time, Teen Life..  Mledia Hewspapers Travel Food, Cutdoors, Humor. .

Reference Nclence

Maps, Education, Libraries . TS, Canada, UK, Europe .. Biology, Psychology, Phiysics. ..
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http://www.dmoz.org/

Internet Searching
Search Engines

» A search engine contains sites
collected by computer.

— Internet search engines do NOT search
the entire Internet.

— They search an index that has been
created by computer.

— Not organized by subject categories - -
pages are ranked by computer algorithm.

— Much larger than directories. i.e. more hits
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Internet Searching
Search Engines

e Search Engine Showdown
www.searchengineshowdown.com/features

Search Engine Features Chart

Last updated Sep. 25, 2004,
by Greq R, Maotess,

Boolean Default Proximity Truncation Case Fields Limits Stop Sorting
Google -, OR and Phrase Mo, but Mo intitle, Language, varies, + Relevance,
Review stemming, inurl, filetype, searches site
wiord in link, date,
phrase site, domain
mare
AMD, OR, and  Phrase Mo, but Mo intitle, Language, Yes, in  Relevance,
MNOT, stemming, Lirl, file type, phrases site
L= ward in site, date,
phrase inurl, domain
link,
mare
and Phrase Mo intitle, Language, ¥es, + Relevance,
inurl  site, date searches metasites
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Internet Searching
Search Engines

e http://.ask.com/

2] Maps & Directions
i@ Local

o Weather

i Encyclopedia

YWelcome to the new Ask.com. Send us your feedback. . Shonping

= Deskio 1
() Bloglines

Edit

Ahout - Advertise - Ask for Kids

E006 1A Search & Media
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YWieh -« [rmages - Mews - Shopping -« More =

|Clsu::ars Search | Advanced Search

Web Search Showving resutts 1-10 of 2,215,000

ﬁ The 78th Annual Academy Awards Narrowy Your Search

Official Site | YWinners | Eed Carpet | Gallery NarrOW yO ur Oscar Fish
Mominee Profiles: |* Select a nominee j o |
search Acadermy Awards

Film Synopses: |~ Select a film

_— Academy Award Winners

=earch Tools: Look up ‘oscars” in Encyclopedia Academy Award History

{21 Latest News: the 78th Annual Academy Awards Past Oscar Winners
Double Wision Cincinnati CityBeat 41 minutes ago Ware
King Kong pays off for Spirit of Lelaing Western Daily m&mﬂeyﬁyr :
SearCh \> Expand vour Search
2006 Oscar Awards S e Golden Glabes

The Winners are announced. "Crash" pulls off upset. Free Video Herel

wea, Ivillage. com Gramrmys
Watch the OSCARSE Related Cichlids
sponsored by Diet Coke. Win Star Studded Prizes & Download a Guide Aquarium Fish
Il s R Register To Heceive Updates & Info On Your Chance To Nam es —
Oscars wainwy [orealparisusa. comfawards —> Related Mames
Register To F Charlize Theran
weorwr lorealps - OSCAR.COM - 78th Annual Academy Awards - Home Fage
Select from two elegant variations. ABC.com. Oscars.org. Contact Us. Street Closures.. Tam Hanks

OSCAR co Qo www.oscarcom/ - Cached - Save Steven Spielberg

oelect from ty _ . .
o winozc  Yielcome to The Acadermy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences Renee Zellweger

hleet the OscarsE; An Exhibition of 50 Statuettes The Academy is pleased to again display for
the public the actual Oscar statuettes that will be
@80 vwoinw oscars.orgd - Cached - Save

Faul Mewrman

o= b A nnual Arademe &wiar A aremy nf kntinn Pi
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Internet Searching
MetaSearch Engines

MetaSearch Engines search several search
engines at one time.

They do not usually allow advanced searching,
because each search engine has different
features.

They do not usually do a complete search of any
one search engine.

They can be a good starting point to determine
which are good search engines for your topic.



Internet Searching
MetaSearch Engines

~ » Clusty.com

Shopping Encyclopedia Customize!

Advanced Tour Download the Clusty Toolbar

Cluster your enterprise search with Vivisimo

Ahout Clusty Linkto Us Becorme an Affiliate Make Clusty Your Homepage

2005 Yivisirno Ine.
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Internet Searching
MetaSearch Engines

|ira @
Advanced Help TellaFriend Tell us wwhat vou think! Download IE Too

Cluaten by: ITnpics vI

iraz43
Irish. Republican (34) L Sy LS. Envioy Calls for IRA to Disband ¢4/ 15 hours ago

Top 243 results of at least 66,151,937 retrieved for the query ira (Details)

Retirement, Account (39) e LE? bust Dishand, Britain and U.S. Insist (Rewers) 17 haurs

Bibliography, Computer
Science (25)

Slain Catholic's sisters lead firestorm against IEA (Chicago
THpuwne ar 9, 2005

Association (3)

Codes10) T. Fowe Price IRAB <

Radio i7) Invest your IRA based on when you plan to retire. Easy consolidation.
mutualfunds troseerice.com

Sponsared Results

Real estate (1o

Dpen a Mo Fee IRA today. B <

Choose from Roth, Traditional or Coverdell ESAs. Mo Fees. §7 Trades!
Music (51 weanwy Scottrade.com

University (3
More... . Roth IRA Web Site® & &

Frovides Hoth IRA planning and technical information for consumers and

planning professionals. Find related news and educational resources.
i Showe in clusters warewy rothira.com - Lycos, Wisenut, GigaBlast, MSN, Looksmart

O Open in previesw frame
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Funds, Investment (3

Search Results

B Cpen in nese wincdow

2. International Reading Associagtion ® & <
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Internet Searching
Specialized Search Engines

e Firstgov.gov
TIoa - " sewen | )
FIRSTGOV.eov ) ?ﬂ' N ’

o L
The U.5. Government's Official Web Partal 'f | 2 ml Advanced

Home AboutUs SiteIndex Help Espanul Cther Languages

E-mail Us Your fD'I'{-.,_ itizens for Businesses | | for Federal

Questions and Nonprofits Employvees

Citizens: Eet It Dnnﬂ Online!

Contact Your
Government »

m E-mai By Audience
Infermation by Topic »
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http://firstgov.gov/

Internet Searching
Specialized Search Engines

e Firstgov.gov advanced search

Ahout Us  Site Map Help  Esnpaiiol

Home Other Languages Welcome from President Bush

Couldn't find what you needed? Please e-mail Firs av or call 1-800-FED-INFO (1-800

Advanced Search Search Tips
. : I e N forword variations 24
Find these key words: W Check Spelling [ (exarnple: vote, voting)

Search this farmat: EE‘T farmat

kust include i the tewt

in the title

Include or exclude wehsiteis):

|r'|I::|uEiE! I results fram thi

samples: firstgov ooy, mil, .or)
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http://firstgov.gov/

Selecting Tools for Your Search

e Use a Directory when:

— You want evaluated or annotated sites

— You need general information on popular
or scholarly subjects

— You want to avoid large numbers of hits
with low relevancy

3/17/2006 15



Selecting Tools for Your Search

e Use a Search Engine when:

— You have a narrow or specialized topic to
research

— You want to retrieve a large number of
documents

— You need the more up to date information
usually found by a search engine
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Selecting Tools for Your Search

 Use a Metasearch Engine when:

— You have a broad idea or topic and want a
qguick overview

— You want a few popular sites fast

—You have a simple search. Remember,
metasearch engines often do not allow
advanced searching

— Metasearch engines often exclude
Google.com
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Evaluating Websites

e Questions to ask yourself
— Whose page is it?
e author
e Sponsor
e domain
— How useful and user-friendly is it?
— How accurate is it?
— What Is its purpose?
— Who is the target audience?
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Evaluating Websites

Questions to ask
*Who is the author?
*\What is the purpose?
e|s It objective?
Sites to practice on
- The Victorian Web www.victorianweb.org

— www.DHMO.org

— www.martinlutherking.org
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